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Preface and acknowledgments

A quick word on how the textbook, entitled “English for Electrical Engineering —
Modules 1 and 2” came about. When I started teaching the subject English for Electrical
Engineering to my students at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering in Belgrade, it was with
one chief purpose in mind, to introduce my students to the specific electrical engineering
discourse, both written and spoken in the form of authentic written and spoken material. At
the same time, I wanted to motivate my students, future engineers, to revise, refine and
extend their knowledge of English grammar they encountered at lower levels, but on
authentic electrical engineering discourse material. It is with this in mind that the material for
this textbook has been chosen, consisting mostly of authentic texts pertaining to diverse areas
of electrical engineering.

The present textbook, which grew out of my lecture notes and handouts, meets the
requirement for two terms of the following two subjects, i.e. modules, entitled English
Language 1 and English Language 2, respectively. However, the textbook presupposes some
previous knowledge of General English.

English for Electrical Engineering (Modules 1 and 2) is primarily intended for first-
year students of the Faculty of Electrical Engineering. My principal aim is to introduce my
students to certain fundamental terms excerpted from electrical engineering discourse and to
show them how these terms and constructions function in this register of English. At the same
time, I want to equip them with useful phrases and constructions that they may use later in
their professional development, as well as with some practical language tools for their future
communication in the engineering world.

The content, form and style of this textbook have primarily been adapted to suit
English courses 1 and 2 and the examination format of these courses, but they have also been
tailored to accommodate more general aims of English for Specific Purposes. Different
versions of the textbook's material have been tried out with several generations of students
and the comments of students have been extremely helpful and have resulted in a number of
corrections and improvements. The grammar appendix does not cover all major areas that
form the basis of English grammar, but primarily those deemed useful for coping with
specific language tasks and developing different language skills in the domain of electrical
engineering register.

My thanks are due to the following academics and scholars, who are reviewers of the
present textbook. My special gratitude goes to Professor Vesna Polovina (Faculty of
Philology, University of Belgrade), my professor and mentor, for her wholehearted and
invaluable support. My very special gratitude goes to Professor Biljana Cubrovié (Faculty of
Philology, University of Belgrade), for her invaluable contribution to the creation of this
textbook. My boundless thanks go to Professor Marija Krivokapi¢ (Faculty of Philosophy in
Niksi¢, University of Montenegro) who smoothed the way for the production of the textbook.
I owe gratitude to Professor Aleksandra Nikcevi¢-Batrievi¢ (Faculty of Philosophy in
Niksi¢, University of Montenegro) for her genuine interest in the textbook.

My boundless thanks go to Mrs. Ljiljana Sobaji¢, my dear colleague and friend, who
kindly read the manuscript twice and offered more than constructive suggestions. I was the
fortunate recipient of her brilliant knowledge and kindness. I am deeply in the debt of
Professor Srdan Stankovi¢, Emeritus Professor (Faculty of Electrical Engineering, University
of Belgrade), who patiently answered a number of demanding questions. My gratitude goes
to Professor Branko Kovacevi¢ (Faculty of Electrical Engineering, University of Belgrade)
for his generous support and encouragement.

My special thanks go to Professor Predrag Pejovi¢ (Faculty of Electrical Engineering,
University of Belgrade), for his patience and wisdom. His expertise one cannot but admire.



My thanks go to my language-editors and proof-readers: first and foremost to Ljiljana
Sobaji¢ for her most constructive scrutiny, Dr Marija Krivokapi¢ and Dr Aleksandra
Nik&evié-Batriéevié, for their thorough inspection of the manuscript, Dr Biljana Cubrovi¢, for
her endless patience whilst editing the textbook. Their criticisms were most helpful for
subsequent revision. Needless to say, if I have not taken all of their suggestions into account,
and the textbook suffers in parts, I alone am at fault.

Special thanks to Milan DPuri¢, Assistant Professor of Graphic Design for providing
me with cover design for my textbook.

Above all, I am grateful to my students, who helped me realise what they did not
understand and how to make English electrical engineering discourse more approachable.

Ultimately, I express eternal gratitude to my parents for having brought me up in the
spirit of true life values.

Belgrade, February, 2014 Milos D. BPuri¢



